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3.  "Heimatkunde  in  der  Hofburg",  clipping  of  Austria's  newspaper  Kurier  (4/5/2000)  reporting 
about  the  reception  for  guests  of  the  Jewish  Welcome  Service  given  by  Federal  President 
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4.  video  tape  which  covers  her  visit  in  Vienna  on  invitation  of  the  Jewish  Welcome  Service/ nwv*c 
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Name: 


SßßL 


'Hüb 


First    Name 


Middle  Name 


X/Sf/lo/^ 


Last  Name 


Address 


Country 


(Last)  Occupation:  J7^h(t])Cf/a^(f/ 

Date  of  Birth:     ftt/ftift      {£       /fZ5         Place  of  Birth:         /fefrlK?  &f/rtk 

Montf£/  Day  Ye'ar  'city        ' 

Place  of  residence  before  war:         V/6i(tltf 


Country 


Prewar  Name:  fi&?T/  /Mf/ffiOfrLL. 


MaidenName 


:  tf/jctfüßta^ 


Please  indicate  the  name  of  educational  institutions  attended  and,  if  possible,  the  year  when 
entered/left, 


V"  &<*«  foliate  /f<ff«i  /«fafaeh 


cf* 


What  was  your  occupation  before  you  left  Europe? 


'^^(JbMj><?/4fay 


Were  you  taken  into  custody  by  the  Nazis?  If  so,  were  you  put  in  jail  or  sent  to  a  camp? 
(where  and  when) 


What  was  your  route  of  emigration?  (please  indicate  places  and  dates  of  stay) 


'W+S&/ 


May  we  contact  you  again  to  send  you  a  follow-up  questionnaire?    (    YesV  No 

Do  you  have  any  documents  that  would  be  appropriate  for  the  archives  ofjhe  Leo  Baeck  Institute? 

esj  No 


I  -  If  necessary  please  use  additional  sheets.   Thank  you  I  i&'ft 
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vjiocm  Miuuiau,//^j/uu  i^;ji  rivi  -u<+vu,uoKumenanonsarcniv 
From: 

To:- 

Subject:  Dokumenationsarchiv 

Date:  Mon,  24  Jul  2000  18:31:38  +0200 

MIME- Version:  1.0 

X-Priority:  3 

X-MSMail-Priority:  Nonnal 

X-MimeOLE:  Produced  By  Microsoft  MimeOLE  V5.00.23 14.1300 


Dear  Mrs.  Nachtigall  -  Kissiloff 

I'm  writing  you  concerning  your  request  of  information  about  your  family 

NACHTIGALL  Rachel,  5.  nov.  1858  in  Sambor,  Poland 

last  adress:  Wien  9,  Seegasse  9  -  old  people  home 

deportation  with  transport  45  number  1088  to  Theresienstadt  on  9.  oct.  1942 

she  died  on  13.  nov.  1942  in  Theresienstadt 

LEDERFEIND  Schülern,  14.  dec.  1871  in  Kolomea,  Poland,  and  his  wife 

LEDERFEIND  Gertner-Blumenfeld  Bruche,  15.  June  1879  in  Kolomea,  Poland 

last  adress:  Wien  2,  Tandelmarktgasse  1 1/13 

deportation  with  transport  31  number  255  and  256  to  Theresienstadt  on 

14.  July  1942 

Schülern  died  on  1.  Jan.  1943  and  Bruche  died  on  29.  Jan  1943  in 

Theresienstadt. 

I  hope  I  could  help  you. 

Sincerely 

Gisela  Wibihail 


Printed  for  William  Kissiloff! 
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We  kmdlyask  you  to  answer  the  following  questions  with  as  much  detail  as 
possible.  PleaiUL.  do    not    write  on  the  questionnaire.  h,n  nn  th&sSed 
sheet^  If  you  need  more  sßace^  please  feel  free  to  use  additional  s~he~e~ts~lf 
you  don  t  know  the  answers  to  certain  questions  or  don't  want  to  answer 
for  any  reason.  Just  go  to  the  next  question. 


1.  BEFORE  MARCH  1938 


1.1 


1.2 


1.3 


1.4 


1.5 


1.6 


1.7 


1.8 


Please,  describe  the  household  in  which  you  grew  up.  (Did  you  live  in 
an  apartment  or  in  a  house?  In  which  area?  How  many  people  lived 
w.th  you?  Did  you  have  servants?  What  language(s)  were  spoken  in  the 
household?) 

Please,  tell  us  about  the  neighborhood.  (What  ethnic  groups  lived 

there?  Religious  life?  Relationships  between  Jews  and  non-Jews? 

Relationships  with  neighbors?) 

Was  there  a  religious  tradition  in  your  family?  If  yes,  to  what  degree? 

(Did  you  keep  kosher,  go  to  synagogue,  observe  holidays,  etc.?) 

Please,  tell  us  about  your  friends  and  acquaintances.  (Were  they  mostly 

Jewish  or  not?  Did  you  have  any  close  non-Jewish  friends?  If  so,  can 

you  tell  us  something  about  your  relationships  with  them?) 

Were  you  affiliated  with  any  (youth)  organization  (e.g.  Aliyah,  Hakoah, 

Rote  Falken,  etc.)?  If  so,  did  you  have  any  specific  function?  Were 

members  of  your  family  affiliated  with  any  organization? 

What  was  your  (or  your  family's)  political  affiliation,  if  any?  Were  you 

or  they  actively  involved  in  politics? 

Did  you  or  your  family  encounter  any  anti-Semitism  before  March 

1938?  (If  so,  please  give  details). 

What  was  your  (or  your  parents')  reaction  to  the  Nazi  rise  in  Austria  in 

the  early  thirties?  What  did  you  know  about  the  situation  in  Germany 

after  Hitler's  takeover  in  1933?  Did  you  or  your  parents  feel  threatened 

by  these  events? 


Z,  FROM  MARCH  1335  TO  EMIGRATION  -  FROM  FUnno*  jn  .gjviFRic/V 


2.1 


2.2 


2.3 


2.4 


2.5 


2.6 

2.7 
2.8 


2.9 


What  was  the  impact  of  the  Nazi  occupation  on  your  personal 
situation?  (Were  you  expelled  from  school/university?  Did  you  or  your 
parents  lose  your  jobs.  Were  your  apartments/houses  looted?  Were  you 
(or  members  of  your  family)  persecuted?  Were  you  forced  to  scrub  the 
streets?) 

How  did  non-Jewish  friends,  colleagues,  schoolmates,  neighbors    etc 

behave  toward  you  and  your  family? 

Do  you  have  any  recollections  of  November  9th,  1938,  the  so-called 

"Reichs-Kristallnacht"?  (If  so,  please  give  details.) 

Were  there  any  family  member(s)  arrested?  Sent  to  a  camp?  (If  so 

please  give  details). 

Can  you  recall  the  process  of  obtaining  papers  necessary  for  emigration 
(affidavits,  visas,  quota-numbers,  tax-papers,  etc.)?  (Did  you  try  to 
obtain  visas  for  other  countries  as  well?  Were  you  supported  by  any 
relief  organization,  by  relatives  or  friends?) 
What  happened  to  your  (or  your  family's)  apartments,  houses, 
businesses  and  other  property? 

When  did  you  leave  Austria?  (Please  indicate  exact  date,  if  possible) 
f  you  did  not  emigrate  directly  to  the  U.S.A.,  where  did  you  go?  (How 
long  did  you  stay  there?  Can  you  give  a  short  resume  of  your 
experiences?  Why  did  you  leave?) 

When  did  you  arrive  in  the  U.S.A.?  (Please  indicate  exact  date,  if 
possible) 


3_,  THE  UNJIED  STATES 


3.1 


3.2 


3.3 


3.4 


Did  members  of  your  family  emigrate  to  countries  other  than  the 

U.S  A  ?  If  so,  where?  Where  do  they  live  today?  Are  you  still  in  contact 

with  them? 

Did  you  serve  in  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces  or  in  any  other  allied  army?  If 
so,  when  did  you  join  them?  Which  part?  What  was  your  operational 
area?  When  were  you  discharged? 

Please  tell  us  about  your  friends  and  acquaintances  in  the  period 
immediately  after  your  arrival  (Were  they  mostly  German-speaking 
immigrants  or  not?  Mostly  Jewish  or  not?  Has  that  changed  since?) 
Please  list  places  and  dates  of  residence  in  the  U.S.A.  (City,  State- 
In  bigger  cities  neighborhood). 


3.5  Please  describe  your  occupational  situation  from  your  arrival  in  the 
U.S.A.  to  the  present. 

3.6  Did  you  belong  to  any  emigrant/immigrant-related  organization  or 
cultural  association  (e.g.  Austrian  American  Federation,  Austrian 
jnstitute...)7  (If  so,  since  when?  Do  you  still  belong  to  any  of  them7) 

3.7  Were  you  actively  Involved  in  politics  or  in  any  kind  of  citizens' 
initiative?  (If  so,  please  describe.) 

3.8  Did  you  encounter  anti-Semitism  in  the  U.S.A.?  If  so.  did  that  affect 
your  impression  of  the  country? 

I'?0  w«nWU  Sti"  STk  German?  'f  S0'  With  Wh0m  and  when?  How  often? 

3.10  Would  you  call  yourself  religious?  To  what  degree?  What  is  your 

affiliation?  Has  it  changed?  (Do  you  keep  kosher,  go  to  synagogue, 
observe  the  holidays,...?)  a 

3.11  What  citizenship(s)  do  you  have  today?  When  did  you  obtain  them? 

3.12  Did  you  ever  visit  Austria  after  the  war?  If  so,  how  often?  (What  did 

ild,01?f7  Can  V°u  reca»  some  of  your  impressions  during  these 
o  ,*  X'J       D'd  y0U  ever  think  of  9°fng  back  to  live  there?) 

thp  n°c  !WJrJWnk  ,°f  emi9ratin9  t0  '*™el?  (If  so,  why  did  you  stay  in 
the  U.S.A.?  If  you  lived  there,  why  did  you  leave?) 

4.  FAMILY  MEMBERS 

TbTank  7*i°rfr0V/dJ>  ™  T°h  °f  thB  f0,/0W/ng  inf0«»*i°n  **  possible.  Leave 
a  blank  where  you  don  t  know  the  answer. 

4.1  Spouse  (Name,  Maiden  Name,  Place/date  of  birth  (if  deceased 
place/date  of  death),  Occupation(s)) 

4.2  Mother  (Name,  Maiden  Name,  Place/date  of  birth  (if  deceased 
place/date  of  death),  Occupation(s)) 

n™?'  i?81?8.;  P,ace/date  of  birth  (if  deceased,  place/date  of  death, 
uccupation(s)j 

Siblings,  Name,  Maiden  Name,  Place/date  of  birth  (if  deceased, 
place/date  of  death),  Occupation(s)) 

Children   Name   Maiden  Name.  Address  (City,  State,  Country), 
Sf  °f  b£h  (if     deceased,  place/date  of  death),  Occupation(s)) 

S^Sr^iT'  Ma'"den  Name'  P,ace/date  of  birth  (if  deceased 
place/date  of  death),  Occupation(s)) 


4.3 
4.4 
4.5 
4.6. 


THANK  YOU  VERY  MUCH  FOR  PARTICIPATING  IN  THIS  PROJECT! 
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Gertrud  Nachügall  Kissiloff 

GNK  was  bom  in  Vienna,  Austria. 

Lived  and  attended  School  there  until  the 
occupation  of  Austria  by  Hitler's  forces. 
Escaped  to  Scotland  on  a  children's 
transport  and  lived  in  Edinburgh  and 
Glasgow  for  two  years;  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  with  her  parents  and  two 
brothers  just  before  USA  declared  war. 

•  Graduated  Cooper  Union  Art  School  in 
industrial  Design. 

•  Worked  for  13  years  with  the  firm 
Raymond  Loewy/William  Snaith  as 
designer  of  packaging  and  graphics. 

•  Design  consultant  to  leading  firms 
in  the  cosmetic,  drug,  liquor  and 
other  industries. 

•  Work  has  received  awards  and 
has  been  featured  in  professional 
publications. 

•  Past  officer  and  board  member  of 
the  Package  Designers  Council. 

•  Instructor  at  Pratt  Institute  for 
Industrial  Design  students. 

•  Lecturer  for  the  Fashion  Institute  of 
Technology. 

•  Listed  in  the  'President's  Talent  Bank' 
of  professional  women. 

•  Featured  designer  in  film  of  Raymond 
Loewy  for  TV  documentary. 


•  Life  member  and  past  board  member 
of  the  Women's  National  Committee  of 
Brandeis  University;  designed  collateral 
material  for  fund  raising  activities 

of  the  New  York  chapter.  Member  of 
the  editorial  board  of  their  newsletter 
'Imprint'. 

•  Researcher  and  collector  of  Judaica 
and  Jewish  Art. 

•  Member  of  Jerusalem's  Center  of 
Jewish  Art. 

•  Member  of  the  Friedman  Society  of  the 
Jewish  Museum  in  New  York  City. 

•  Calligrapher  and  graphic  designer  of 
special  projects  for  charitable  and 
educational  events. 

•  Founder  and  board  member  of  the 
Friends  of  Bezalel  Academy  of  Art 
and  Design  in  Jerusalem. 

•  Attended  study  sessions  at 

the  Jewish  Theological  Seminary  for 
continued  education  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Society  of  Lomday 
Torah  Lishmah. 

•  Student  in  the  Bernard  Manekin 
Institute  for  Jewish  Art,  a  program  of 
the  Jewish  Museum. 

•  Recorded  personal  and  family's 
experiences  for  the  Video  Archives  of 
Holocaust  Testimonies  at  Yale 
University  and  Yad  Vashem  in  Israel. 


Gertrud  Nachtigall  Kissiloff 


Heimatkunde 


Miccwoch, 
5.    April    2000 


KURIER 


in  der  Hofburg 


55  jüdische  „Altösterreicher" 

wurden  62  Jahre  nach  ihrer  Vertreibung  von  Bundespräsident  Thomas  Klestil  empfangen 


Bundespräsi- 
dent Thomas 
Klestil  mit  Leon 
Zelman  (Leiter 

des  Jewish  Wel- 
come Service) 
und  Rabbi '.app 
beim  Empfang 
für  55  jüdische 
Wiener,  die 
193S  vertrieben 
wurden.  „Es  ist 
wichtig,  dass 
Siegekommen 
sind",  reichte 
Klestil  den 
Attösterreichem 
die  Hand 


Christian  Thonke, 
Manfred  Kadi 

„Herr  Bundespräsident, 
darf  ich  auch  mit  Ihnen  re- 
den?", fragt  die  blonde  Dame 
aus  Brooklyn  (New  York). 
Während  sich  Thomas  Kles- 
til  für  das  gemeinsame  Foto 
in  Pose  wirft,  flüstert  die , ,Alt- 
österreichenn"  den  Umsteh- 
enden zu:  „Ist  ja  durchaus  ein 
fescher  Mann." 

Rose  Kaplan  ist  eine  von  55 
Heimkehrerlinnejn,  die  auf 
Einladung  des  Jewish  Welcome 
Service  für  ein  paar  Tage  in 
ihre  Geburtsstadt  Wien  zu- 
rückgekommen sind.  Mit  ih- 
ren Begleitern  verbindet 
Frau  Kaplan  das  Schicksal 
der  Vertreibung  durch  die 
Nationalsozialisten.  62  Jahre 
danach  kann  sie  sehen,  dass 
es  ein  „neues  Osterreich" 
gibt,  wie  es  Klestil  in  seiner 
Ansprache  vor  „meinen 
Landsleuten"  ausdrückt. 

„Es  ist  sehr  wichtig,  dass 
Sie  gekommen  sind  -  trotz 
der  furchtbaren  Art  und  Wei- 
se, wie  Sie  das  Land  verlas- 
sen mussten",  trifft  der  Bun- 
despräsident den  richtigen 
Ton.  Die  Aufregung  um  die- 
ses Österreich  seit  der  Ange- 
lobung  der   schwarzblauen 

REPORTAGE 


Regierung  verurteilt  Klestil 
vor  den  ehemals  Vertriebe- 
nen: Viele  Medien  hätten  ein 
Zerrbild  gezeichnet,  „das 
muss  einmal  gesagt  werden." 
Die  judischen  Emigranten 
nicken  zustimmend.  Viel- 
leicht ist  mancher  mit  Kles- 
tils  Worten  nicht  ganz  einver- 
standen, doch  die  Rührung 
der  Altwiener  überwiegt. 
Rabbi  David  Lapp  antwortet 
dem  Gastgeber:  „Dass  wir 
jetzt  hier  stehen  können,  ist 
für  uns  der  Höhepunkt  der 
Reise.  Wer  hätte  gedacht, 
dass  Juden  einmal  in  die  Hof- 
burg kommen  und  mit  dem 
Präsidenten  der  Republik 
sprechen  können?" 

Rabbi  Lapp  ist  geburtiger 
Leopoldstädter.  Ihm  macht 
die  Regierungsbeteiligung 
der  FPÖ  kerne  Angst.  Öster- 
reich sei  eine  Demokratie,  ei- 
ne Tragödie  könne  sich  nicht 
mehr  wiederholen,  ist  der  Ex- 
US-Soldat  überzeugt 

Das  erste  Mal  seit  mehr  als 
60  Jahren  ist  Jack  Altbush 
wieder  in  seiner  Heimat- 
stadt, die  er  mit  13  Jahren  als 
Hans  Altbuch  in  einem  Kin- 
dertransport nach  England 
verlassen  hat.  Viel  habe  sich 
verändert  -  zum  Positiven: 
„Die  Wiener  sind  offenherzig 
und  haben  uns  einen  war- 


KURIER 


Mitcwoth, 

5      April    2000 


75-jährige  Jack  dankbar  für 
die  Einladung.  Die  Wiederbe- 
gegnung mit  der  Heimat- 
stadt habe  sein  Herz  „erleich- 
tert. Ich  habe  mich  als  ein 
Teü  der  Stadt  gefühlt." 

„Das  war  wahrscheinlich 
die  letzte  Gruppe",  warnt  Zel- 
man.  Das  Kanzleramt  habe 
die  finanzielle  Unterstüt- 
zung für  das  Jewish  Welcome 
Service   nicht   mehr   budge- 


tiert.  -  Laut  Kanzleramt  wird 
der  Kostenanteü  für  die  bis- 
herigen Besuche  übernom- 
men, die  Zukunft  des  Be- 
such sprogr  am  ms  ist  aus 
Spargründen  unsicher. 

Finanzfragen  kümmern 
Klestüs  Gäste  nur  am  Rande. 
Sie  stehen  zu  sehr  unter  dem 
Eindruck  ihres  Treffens  mit 
dem  Staatsoberhaupt. 

Gerti  Kissüoff,  gebüHige 
Nachtigall,  entkam  1938  als 
15-Jährige  mit  einem  Kin- 
dertransport dem  Nazi-Ter- 
ror. Auch  die  in  der  Wiener 
Leopoldgasse  aufgewachse- 
ne New  Yorkerin  lässt  sich 
von  ihrem  Gatten  mit  Klestil 
fotografieren. 

„Wir  sind  alle  besorgt", 
meint  sie  über  ihren  Gemüts- 
zustand angesichts  der  poli- 
tischen Lage  in  der  alten  Hei- 
mat. „Es  tut  uns  leid,  dass 
diese  Partei  so  wichtig  gewor- 
den ist",  sagt  sie,  ohne  die 
Partei  Jörg  Haiders  zu  erwäh- 
nen. Mrs.  Kissüoff  glaubt, 
dass  „die  Österreicher  die 
Vergangenheit  vergessen  ha- 
ben". Der  Besuch  in  Wien  sei 
dennoch  wichtig.  „Ich  hoffe, 
dass  er  die  Wunden  heilt."    

Ralph  Crosby  (79)  aus  Los 
Angeles  freut  sich,  nach 
mehr  als  25  Jahren  den  früh- 
eren österreichischen  Gene- 
ralkonsul Klestil  wieder  zu 
treffen.  „Können  Sie  sich 
noch  an  mich  erinnern?" 
fragt  er,  den  Präsidenten  ins 
Gespräch  ziehend.  Der  Ame- 
rikaner hieß  in  seinem  früh-     j 

eren  Leben  Heinz  Kraus. 
Sein  Resümee  über  den  ers- 
ten Besuch  in  Wien  nach  60 
Jahren:  „Ich  bin  dankbar  für 
die  Einladung  der  österrei- 
chischen Regierung ,  weil  wir 
vor  dem  Absterben  nochmal 
das  Land  sehen." 

Der  96-jähnge  Walter  Fel- 
senburg aus  Denver  (Colora- 
do) warbis  1938  Gerichtssaal- 
reporter in  Deutschland  und 

Österreich.  Ihm  machen  die 
Schlagzeilen  wegen  der  FP- 
Regierungsbeteiligung  kei- 
ne Angst.  „Die  Leute  warten 
immer  auf  schlechte  Nach- 
richten." Er  habe  den  Ein- 
druck gewonnen,  dass  Oster- 
reich nach  wie  vor  „ein  glück- 
liches Eiland"  sei.  Und  wie 
der  historische  Herr  der  Hof- 
burg sagt  er  zum  Abschied: 
Es  war  sehr  schön  . . ." 


End  of  Gertrud  Nachtigall-Kissiloff 
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